
Results from Religious Attitude Questionnaire Surveys in Lakeland, FL 2008-2014 

Data was gathered from haphazard convenience sampling frame in neighborhoods in 
downtown Lakeland and surrounding Highland City and Southeastern University.   Surveys were 
administered to respondents in a public venue either on the street, their doorways, sidewalks, 
or any other place where people could be encountered in the public sphere.  A total of 394 
respondents were analyzed.  Demographic data was not gathered for all respondents but of 
those that were recorded numbers were fairly equal as to gender and marital status.  The 
following charts provide data concerning certain trends among the population polled.  

First of all the chart below indicates that almost 60% of our respondents indicate they 
attend a church somewhere.  Readers should remember this is a questionnaire about  
“religious” attitudes and respondents to self-report measures, especially in the area of religion, 
spirituality and altruistic endeavors, tend to have a reporting bias known as “faking good” on 
such measures.   

 

What actually may be more indicative is the results from those who said they were 
attending regarding their frequency of attendance (cf. chart below). What we see here is that 
while 60% of those attending report they attended at least once a week or more, fully 40% 
attend only once a month or less and would like be categorized as Unchurched in this case.  
This means that in Lakeland in the middle of the Southern “Bible- Belt” only, it is likely that as 
many much as 66% or 2/3rd of the respondents are essentially without a church home.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


