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The Truth About Spiritual Encounters
PRAYER: THE KEY TO EFFECTIVE OUTREACH
_______________________ is the key that opens the hearts of humanity to the Gospel.
“Before i talk to men about God—i talk to God about men.” —A.W. Tozer
_______________________ in the heavenlies
Ephesians 6:12 niv—For our struggle is not against ﬂesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly realms.
Spiritual _______________________ and insight
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 niv—And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light
of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
_______________________ of the mind
2 Corinthians 10:4-5 niv—The weapons we ﬁght with are not the weapons of the world. On
the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and
every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ.
How is this done? _______________________
Ephesians 6:10-11 niv—Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.
What is the issue for Paul? _______________________
Ephesians 6:19-20 niv—Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be
given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.
Focus on the _______________________
2 Corinthians 4:18 niv—So we ﬁx our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For
what is seen is temporary, but what is seen is eternal.
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SOWING AND REAPING
In the parable of the sower we see four kinds of soil which really depict the condition of the human
heart to receive the Word of God (Mark 4, Luke 8).
We need to be realistic about the kinds of fruit we can expect as a result of our evangelism eﬀorts.
God’s promise concerning his _____________________________
Isaiah 55:10-11 niv—So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to
me empty, but it will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent
it.
God has ordained _____________________________ to be the means whereby he is gloriﬁed in our
lives.
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Evangelism & The Conversion
Process
DEFINING EVANGELISM
The only thing that is true evangelism is the de-population of hell itself. —Del Granstad
In your own words, how would you deﬁne “evangelism”?
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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SPIRITUAL JOURNEY AND THE CONVERSION PROCESS
Conversion is best understood as a _____________________________ rather than a single
event.
The three stages of the conversion process:
Lifelong linear process:

Daily cycle:

2.
3.

2.

1.

1.

3.

Spiritual journey and discovering God’s presence:
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EVANGELISM AS A HOLY CONVERSATION AND INVITATION
Our task as guides on the road to Christ:
1. Help them _____________________________ their spiritual pilgrimage.
2. Discern the _____________________________ which must be addressed.
3. Help them develop a _____________________________ with the Body of Christ.
4. Begin with real _____________________________ rooted in relationship.
5. Encourage them to take ___________________________________ closer to Christ.
Remember:
1. God is the _____________________________—already at work in the lives of persons.

2. Evangelism is a holy _____________________________ and invitation in which we tell “the”
story—“His” story and our story.

3. Your conversation with the non-religious may be the _____________________________ of
their new relationship with Jesus.
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EVANGELISM ISN’T TAUGHT, IT’S CAUGHT
The best learning takes place in the classroom of the _____________________________
We only have one chance to make a ﬁrst impression.
Questionnaires:
Are a spiritual ice-breaker—from cold canvas to spiritual categories.
Fit American psyche.
Gain their permission and feedback.
Dress modestly—we represent Christ.
Technical issues:
Sunglasses.
Bible: small New Testament.
Clipboard placement.
Pencils/pens.
One person talks/others pray.
Your conversation is an extension of the Kingdom of God into their lives.
Focus is on quality, not quantity.
We are inviting them to become a brothers and sisters for eternity.
Importance of accurate data:
• Comments section – “Someone from the church will be back to answer any questions
you might have . . .” What is their response?
• If you were part of the followup team what information would you want about the people
you are going to visit?
• Be aware of the activities at the church (small groups, new believer’s class, etc.)
• Code questionnaires at the top:
C—Contacts
S—Salvations
If God is already at work in the lives of unbelievers how can we best discern what God is
doing in their lives and assist their initiation into the Kingdom of God?
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Questionnaires
WHY ARE QUESTIONNAIRES SO EFFECTIVE?
1. _____________________________
2. Conforms to American _____________________________
3. Informs respondent of your _____________________________
4. Winsome and _____________________________
5. Work as a _____________________________
6. Keeps presentation of the gospel __________________________________
7. Assures respondent of _____________________________
8. Focuses on spiritual _____________________________
9. Oﬀers _____________________________
10. __________________________________________________________ format.
11. _____________________________
12. ____________________________________
13. _____________________________
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THE RELIGIOUS ATTITUDE QUESTIONNAIRE
(Click on hyperlink to download pdf ﬁle in either English or Spanish)
Remember key transition questions.
“We are out in the neighborhood doing a door to door questionnaire and wondered if you
would help us by answering just nine brief questions?”
or
“We are out on the street doing kind of a man/woman on the street questionnaire and wondered if you would help us by answering just nine brief questions?”
They might ask, “So, what’s this about?”
You might answer, “We are trying to get a handle on the spirituality of ______(your town).”
“Would you help us by giving your response to just a few brief questions?”
Most people will answer if not too busy—let them glance at the questionnaire.

WHAT TO EXPECT
1. “Do you attend a local church, mosque, temple,or synagogue? Which one?”
If no, “Have you ever attended a…”
2. If so, “How often do you attend?”
If not attending, “So if I asked you how often you attend, you would say…?”
3. “Why do you attend?”
If not attending, skip this question.
4. “Why do you think people don’t attend places of worship?”
Generally two answers:
• Church’s fault—irrelevant, not convenient, bad experience.
• Their fault—too busy, have to work, can’t get out of bed, etc.
5. “If you were looking for a place to worship, what kind of things would you look for?”
Usually good music, friendly, tolerant people, etc.
6. “Have you ever had a really intense spiritual experience with God? (Awareness of a spiritual presence, miraculous, emotional encounter, etc.) Please describe.”
Give them a chance to explain and you will ﬁnd the key to their receptivity to the gospel.
7. “What do you think will happen to you when you die?”
Universal ﬁnal question all must answer.
How many times has someone asked you this question in your life?
The Holy Spirit will use this later in their life.
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8. “May I brieﬂy share with you what the Bible says about God and the spiritual realities of
life and death?” (If yes, share pamphlet; if no, next question.)
This is the second time you’ve asked for their permission (the ﬁrst was to take the
questionnaire itself ).
Show them the gospel booklet so they can see the brevity of it.
If they say Yes, then, “I have this little booklet here that explains it better than I can . . .”
9. What is your most pressing need that we could pray with you about today? _
Prayer may be the most eﬀective evangelism tool of all. When God answers their prayer they will be
more receptive to look back over the pamphlet you give them.
10. How could we best help you with that need today? Ne prepared to be challenged by the great
needs that exist outside our church walls.
11. Would you be interested in being part of a group to learn more about the Bible and Jesus Christ?
Studies show that 9 out of 10 people would be interested in learning more about the Bible and Jesus
if they could do so in a non-threatening atmosphere.
12. Would you like to come with me and visit our church someday? Studies also show that 8 out of 10
people would be attend church if someone would invite them to do so.
Be prepared to:
• Hand them the “Our Spiritual Journey Together” booklet.
• Pray with them for their needs.
• Invite them to a church activity.
Importance of accurate data:
• Comments section—“Someone from the church will be back to answer any questions
you might have . . .” What is their response? Be as thorough as possible.
• If you were part of the follow-up team, what information would you want about the people
you are going to visit?
“For Oﬃce Only”:
• Record ﬁrst initial and last names of team members.
• Check boxes for what occurred.
• Note day and time of visit—mostly likely to be home at that time again if door to door.
Be aware of the activities at the church (small groups, new believer’s class, etc.).
Code questionnaires at the top:
C—Contacts—those who are already Christians and interested, or not yet believers but
interested.
S—Salvations—those who prayed with you to commit their lives to Christ.
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Pamphlets
WHY USE PAMPHLETS TO SHARE THE GOSPEL?
1. _____________________________ as well as verbal presentation.
2. _____________________________
3. Keeps the focus on the _____________________________
4. Assures respondent of _____________________________
5. _______________________________________________ are readily available.
6. Asks for _____________________________
7. Simple and _____________________________
8. _____________________________
9. Focuses on the _____________________________, not our methods.
10. Provides _____________________________ and information for future contact.
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GOSPEL PAMPHLET:
OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TOGETHER
(click on link to download from our website in either Spanish or English)
Uses the whole Bible—begins in Old Testament,
ﬁnishes in New Testament. Scripture tells the story.
Begins in the commonality of all humanity as children
of God, made in his image.

God’s language shifts from “my” people to “yours.”
Sin: We do our own thing instead of what God
commanded.

Context is a story of a religious person ﬂattering Jesus,
who cuts to the quick with, “You must be born again!”
“Have you ever heard that expression ‘born again?’
What do you think that means?”
Explain it as best you can from John 3.
I recommend you memorize John 3:1-21.
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GOSPEL PAMPHLET:
OUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY TOGETHER
Result of redemption is reconciliation.

“Does this prayer…?”—
Most will answer yes if they get this far.
Remember the “power pause.”
Forewarned is forearmed.

Have them sign and date the pamphlet.
“So what is it that just happened here to you today?”
Label for the church.
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What are the four things a new believer needs to do to grow in their relationship with Christ?
1. _____________________________
2. Study the _____________________________
3. Join a _____________________________
4. Tell others about _____________________________
What are the four things a mature believer must do in order to continue to grow in their
relationship with Christ?

Remember—quality vs. quantity. Heaven is rejoicing over their commitment!
• The discipling you give them may be the only discipling they get for some time.
Keep it basic and spend some quality time with them.
• Give them the “Walking with the Lord Jesus Christ” pamphlet.
• Set up the follow-up visit.
“Someone from the church is going to come by and answer any questions you may have
about this. When would be a good time for them to call on you?”
• Be sure and pray with them! It may be the ﬁrst time someone has done so, and they will
experience God’s presence as a result.

Barnabas Missions Unlimited

Be His
Witness5 — 17
Be His Witness
/ Session

S E S S I O N

5

Walking with the Lord Jesus Christ
Moving Beyond Converts to Disciples

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death. —Proverbs 16:25.
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.” —John 14:6.
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know
that you have eternal life. —1 John 5:13.
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness. —1 John 1:9.
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DISCIPLESHIP PAMPHLET:
WALKING WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
(click on link to download from our website in either Spanish or English)
What does it mean to follow the Lord Jesus?

The ﬁrst aspect of our journey:
We have been set free from sin.

We don’t journey alone, but with others along the way.

Along the way we need to learn the truth—
This is found in God’s word.

We should share the truth with others.
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DISCIPLESHIP PAMPHLET:
WALKING WITH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
Prayer is the key to staying strong in the Lord.
Our destiny is sealed for eternity with him.

Recap the points from the Bible.

Remember to always pray with them before departing!
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The First Steps Discipleship Program
Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in
heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven.
—Jesus, Matthew 10:32-33.
REASONS FOR THE FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONNAIRE:
A. Focuses thinking back on ___________________________________________ and initial
interview.
B. Assures convert’s _____________________________ to commitment made and their
responsibility before God.
C. _____________________________ methodology contributes to quality control of gospel
presentation.
D. Exposes the gospel to the remaining _____________________________ of the household.
E. Oﬀers new convert an open _____________________________ to discipleship and
receptive fellowship.
F. Expresses a genuine _____________________________ for their spiritual well-being.
G. Helps us _____________________________ those not interested in our discipleship eﬀorts.
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OVERVIEW OF FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONNAIRE
A. Introduction at doorstep.
Not available—at work, sleeping, etc.:
• Go through initial questionnaire if possible.
• Leave “Our Spiritual Journey Together” pamphlet and your church’s ﬂier if not
available—helps make convert accountable and exposes other person to the
gospel.
No one home:
• Leave a note—i.e. “Sorry we missed you—we’re praying for you. We’ll stop back
again.”
• Include the name of your church.
• Place on the door.
If available:
• Proceed to follow-up questionnaire.

B. Questionnaire.
Be prepared to refer back to:
• “Our Spiritual Journey Together” booklet.
• “Walking with the Lord Jesus Christ” booklet.
• Your pocket New Testament.

C. “Comments” section.
Be brief but concise.
What kind of info would you like to have if you were going to visit this person the next
time?
Note if someone else comes to Christ, then staple their initial questionnaire to this one
so those from the same household are together for future visits.

D. “Oﬃce Use Only”
Info taken from initial questionnaire.
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STEP-BY-STEP FOLLOW-UP PROCEDURES:
A. _____________________________ for new converts by name.
B. _____________________________ Follow-Up Questionnaire on the front of initial
questionnaire.
C. Copy name, address, etc. and other ________________________________________ to
Follow-Up Questionnaire.
D. Prepare _____________________________:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Some initial questionnaires.
“Our Spiritual Journey Together” pamphlets.
“Walking with the Lord Jesus Christ” pamphlets.
Pocket New Testament—in pocket, not on clipboard.
Bible study info and directions.
Church service and pastor information.

E. Prioritize __________________________________:
Check initial questionnaire—How often do they attend church?
Remember, this is a religous response to a religious questionnaire.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Never churched—None, seldom, once a year.
Unchurched—Less than once a week.
Churched—Check “comments” to determine openness.
Contacts—Especially those who were already Christian but searching for fellowship.

F. _____________________________ Follow-Up Questionnaire before leaving church.
G. Review _____________________________ questionnaire data prior to approaching home.
H. _____________________________ of follow-up visit:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Establish mentor/discipleship relationship.
Obtain an appointment for future contact.
Additional doorstep discipling.
Bring them to Bible study.
Bring them to church or other activities.
Ediﬁcation—pray for and encourage the new convert.

I. _____________________________ the visit:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Record information about visit.
Who did you talk to? What was the response?
Did household member hear the gospel? Response?
Date and time to return.
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J. _____________________________ the data.
1. Not contacted—A working ﬁle of those who have not been personally talked to since
conversion.
2. Contacted: “Open”—A working ﬁle containing info on those who are open to additional
discipling. These should be met with once a week until incorporated into a community
of believers.
3. Contacted: “Closed”—A ﬁle for storage and future use, of those not interested in more
personal contact. Should be invited by mail to evangelistic and public events at the
church.
K. Additional _____________________________________ materials.
What is the most pressing need? Booklets or Bible study material that cover the following
topics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

“Spirit-Led Discipleship” materials.
List of church service times and locations.
Bible study for new believers and seekers.
Small groups available and contact information for leaders.
Invitation to church and oﬀer to pick them up.

L. _____________________________ of follow-up.
1. Unchurched.
2. Churched but open—refer to comments.
3. Contacts.
M. _____________________________ expectations.
1. Remember parable of sower (Luke 8, Mark 4).
a. Certain percentage won’t respond. Why?
i. Unavailable.
ii. Phobia of church membership.
iii. Oppose “born again” doctrine.
2. Some do respond:
a. We must be faithful to preserve the harvest God gives us.
N. _____________________________
1. The convert must not feel that you are coercing him into joining your church!
2. Always pray with them again before leaving. This speaks volumes to them of your
genuine concern for their soul.
3. Invite them to participate in church activities if not presently attending a church.
Oﬀer to pick them up.
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Tips for Trainers

To Pass Along to Team Members
BEFORE YOU BEGIN
A. Come prepared _____________________________
1. Pray before, during, and after.
2. Keep your focus on the desperate need people have for the Lord.
B. Come prepared _____________________________
1. Dress for the weather.
2. Bring ﬂiers from the church, a New Testament, and a pen or pencil.
C. Help prepare your __________________________________
1. Pray with them brieﬂy before you begin.
2. Let them know what you expect from them.
a. Warn them about interrupting—one person does the talking.
b. Alert them about “blocking.”
c. Encourage their prayer and close attention.
d. Let them know they should be ready to share their testimony (you may ask them
to) or use the questionnaire if they feel ready.
3. Answer any pertinent questions.
DURING THE WITNESSING EXPERIENCE
A. __________________________________ what you’re going to do and why.
1. Talk about how you choose people to witness to (if marketplace, explain).
2. Talk about making the approach—what works, what doesn’t.
3. Review introductory phrase: “Hi, we’re out on the street (or door to door) doing a
‘man/woman on the street’ questionnaire—have you got a moment?”
4. Review transitional phrases: “May I brieﬂy share what the Bible says about God and
the spiritual realities of life and death?”
B. __________________________________ you will be talking with them after each encounter
so all can learn from the experience.
C. Don’t forget to accumulate ____________________________________________
(name, address, phone number, etc.)
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AFTER SHARING THE GOSPEL
A. _____________________________ what you did and why.
1. Recap important points of questionnaire.
2. Talk about the conversation that developed from the “Our Spiritual Journey
Together” booklet.
B. If your team mate has shared _____________________________
1. Always positively reaﬃrm them. Talk ﬁrst about the things they did right.
2. Let them know you aren’t criticizing them or their spirituality, but you want to help
them learn how to do it better, and get their feedback as well.
3. Recap the points where they might need to review (i.e. in the Bible, booklet,
or textbook).
4. Encourage them to do it again right away if it was a negative experience.
C. Fill out and return questionnaire ___________________ to church.

People’s initial experience in ministry shapes their view of ministry for the rest of their
life. Make it positive!
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Side Doors Into the Church
Establishing Seeker, New Believer,
and Assimilation Ministries

ENVELOPING NEW BELIEVERS
A. Moving Beyond Converts to Disciples -Oriented Groups.
1. Genuine conversion Involves_____________________________.
2. Discipleship must be both:
a. ___________________ &
b. ___________________ .
B. What are the four things a new believer should do in order to grow in their relationship with
Christ?
1.____________________
2.____________________
3. ____________________
4____________________.
C. What are the four things a mature believer should do in order to grow in their relationship with
Christ?

D. What are the implications of this for those desiring to mentor others in the faith?
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ENVELOPING NEW BELIEVERS
E. Conversion involves life-long transformation.

1. To bridget the gap between _________________ & _____________________ we need to
accept the fact that conversion involves life-long transformation.
2. Methods that focus solely on _____________ ______________ often fail to connect respondents to local congregations.
B. Other resources:
1. Sharing Your Spiritual Journey With Others video seminar
2. Session 4 - Welcome to the Family - Moving Beyond Converts to Discipleship.
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STEPS TO ESTABLISHING AN ASSIMILATION MINISTRY
A. What is an assimilation ministry? _____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. Identify potential leaders in the following areas:
1. Altar Worker’s/Prayer Counselors
2. Usher’s Ministry
3. Greeter’s/Hospitality Ministry
4. New Beginnings Small Group or SS class
5. Seeker’s Small Group or SS class
6. Discipleship Series Teachers
C. Criteria for recruitment:
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STEPS TO ESTABLISHING AN ASSIMILATION MINISTRY
D. Develop curriculum for training __________________ and new converts, new ______________
or seekers the following areas:
1. New Beginning small group or Sunday School class
2. Seeker’s Small Group or SS class
3. Discipleship Series oﬀered quarterly
E. Schedule regular meetings for:
1. Formulating a ______________ ______________ ______________.
2. Identify potential ___________________.
3. Indentify the various ______________ _______________ into the church.
4. Identify how the previous ﬁts into the church’s:
a. __________________
b. __________________
c. ___________________
F. Key questions for your assimilation ministry:
1. Is someone on your church staﬀ delegated the responsibility of tracking new converts,
seekers, or recent new attenders to your church? _______________________________
2. What type of Small Groups have been most eﬀective in your church? _____________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
3. Should your church have a speciﬁc small group ministry for new converts? _______________
4. What would that look like, where should it take place, who would lead it and how would it be
structured?______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
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NETWORKING WITH OTHERS TO COMMUNICATE THE GOSPEL
A. Summary Principles
1. People are experiencing a crisis of “disconnectedness”
2. The Church oﬀers the best genuine community
3. Community is an essential aspect of a healthy church
4. Small groups oﬀer the best opportunity for genuine spiritual community.
E. The purpose of small groups is:______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
F. Some of the best small groups resources:
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TYPES OF SMALL GROUPS
A. _____________________________-Oriented Groups.
1. Key characteristics:
a. Spiritual/social relationships are the key focus.
b. Process has priority over content.
c. Heavy emphasis on group dynamics.
2. Examples:
a. Assimilation groups.
b. Growth groups.
c. Recreational groups.
B. _____________________________-Oriented Groups.
1. Key characteristics:
a. Focus on information, ideas, and intellectual data.
b. Relationships are important but secondary.
c. Group development not usually discussed.
2. Examples:
a. Bible studies.
b. Discussion groups.
C. _____________________________-Oriented Groups.
1. Key characteristics:
a. Group shares a deﬁned task.
b. Relationships are important but secondary.
c. Members may not see themselves as a group.
d. Especially eﬀective as “ministry” groups within the church.
2. Examples:
a. Leadership groups.
b. Service groups.
c. Advocacy groups.
D. _____________________________-Oriented Groups.
1. Key characteristics:
a. Focus on meeting people’s speciﬁc personal needs
b. Supporting relationships are important
c. Eﬀective as “outreach” ministries to the community
2. Examples:
a. Recovery Groups
b. Support Groups
c. Self-help Groups
d. Group Counseling
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SOME OTHER SMALL GROUP RESOURCES

A. 4 aspects that make small groups grow:
1. Pray
2. Reach
3. Care
4. Empower
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